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Office of the Principal

August 31, 2020

Hello GTN Families!

I hope you are all enjoying your summer.  

As you may already know, the Province has announced that schools will open for full-time, in-school instruction in September based on Stage 2 of the government’s Five-Stage Plan. The plan for School District No. 50 and Gudangaay Tlaats’gaa Naay Secondary School has been developed guided by the Ministry of Education, the Provincial Health Officer and the BC Centre for Disease Control. The Ministry’s requirements state that students who are registered in a school are expected to attend school in-person unless they have health concerns. 
We are excited to share the details of our plan for GTN with you.  It is our goal to ensure GTN continues to be the safe and welcoming place it has always been.  

When will my child return to school?
· Monday, September 14

Students in grade 8 and 9 will attend for the morning only.  A normal bus run pick-up will happen in the morning.  The bus will leave GTN at around noon. 

· Tuesday, September 15

Students in grade 10, 11, and 12 will attend for the morning only. A normal bus run pick-up will happen in the morning.  The bus will leave GTN at around noon.

· Wednesday, September 16

First day of full-day classes for all students. 

Will there be remote or online learning?

No. Nearly all students will receive in-person instruction. Remote or online learning will only be available to students who are immune compromised. Parents/caregivers seeking an alternative to in-class instruction and who do not wish to register their child in a distributed learning program or homeschooling, will be required to obtain a doctor’s note indicating the need for accommodations due to health-related risks.
What time do students come and go from school?

Students who take the bus will be picked up at the same time as last year.  Students should be at their stop 5 minutes prior to pick-up. 

Students who walk or get a ride to school are asked to arrive at school as close to 8:40 as possible. 

Students are dismissed at 3:15pm each day.  Students who ride the bus to Old Massett, Tow Hill Road, New Town, or Port Clements will depart by 3:20 .  Students who walk may depart at 3:15 and students who are picked up should be picked up as close to 3:15pm as possible.

How will bussing work?

Bussing for GTN will run in the same fashion it did last year.  The bussing schedule is posted on the School District website: sd50.bc.ca

Are there changes to how many classes students will take? 

No.  Students at GTN will continue to have four classes per day.  

What are Learning Groups (cohorts) and what will they look like at GTN?

Learning Groups (cohorts) are a group of students and staff of up to maximum of 120. The purpose of the Learning Group is to reduce the number of in-person, close interactions an individual has in a day with different people to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.  GTN is below the 120 limit for secondary schools and will consist of one cohort.

Can students and staff from different Learning Groups (cohorts) interact?

GTN students will be one single cohort. 

What will students be doing at school?

Students will learn the BC Curriculum as they would normally.  Many of the programs that are important to GTN including Gardening, Food Studies, Phys. Ed., Music, Art, Textiles, Haida Language will still happen.  

Will there still be Phys. Ed?
Yes.  Where physical distancing is not possible, teachers will choose activities that reduce physical contact.  Some activities that students are used to may not happen but there will be lots of opportunity for students to be active and learn outside and in the gym. 
Will there be school sports? 

Yes.  We are currently allowed to practice as a team.  Games and competitions will not be happening at this time.  

Will students be able to travel off-island as part of sports trips or school field trips?

Not at this time. 

Will the school day be different?

It some ways it will feel different.  Classrooms may be set-up differently and certain activities that students are used to may not happen due to physical distancing.  

Do students still have break and lunch break?

Yes.  Students have a morning break each day (10:05-10:20) and a lunch break (11:40-12:35).  

Can students leave the school during break and lunch break?

This is a decision that families should discuss before school starts.  Our school is quite large and students should all be able to physically distance during break times. GTN provides snacks at break time and a hot lunch that is free every day.  We have spaces open to students (library, lounge, lunchroom, and gymnasium) so that they may socialize with their friends and have some “down time” between classes.  Students who leave the school during break and lunch break should wear a non-medical mask when they cannot physically distance.  Students who are late coming back from break may lose the privilege to leave GTN.  
Can I ask that my child stay at school during breaks?

Yes.  Please call or email me (ikeir@sd50.bc.ca).  Good communication often keeps everyone on the same page so we are clear with expectations. 

If my child wants to leave school during the day, can they? 

Starting this year, all students require parent permission to leave school during class time.  Parents can call or email ahead of time to notify the school in advance.  
Are parent/caregivers/guests allowed in the school?

Not at this time.  Parents who need to call the school can always do so at (250) 626-3226.
What if my child or an adult at school is sick?

Students and staff who are sick must not come to school. We will follow this guideline strictly.  

The BCCDC guidelines state:

· Staff and students MUST stay home or go home and follow the direction of their health care provider when sick with common cold, influenza or COVID-19 symptoms.   

· All students who have travelled outside Canada in the last 14 days OR were identified as a close contact of a confirmed case or outbreak must stay home and self-isolate.

· Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school.  Please use the attached Daily Health Check as your at-home guide 

· Students and staff who become sick while at school will need to go home as soon as possible. 

What is a Daily Health Check?

A Daily Health Check is a precaution that all students must do before they leave their house to attend school.  The check asks simple Yes/No questions to determine whether or not a child should attend school that day.  All students will be required to complete a Daily Health Check before leaving their house in the morning.  A Daily Health Check sheet is attached to this FAQ and all families will receive a copy prior to the start of school. 
What should students bring to school?

Students should bring their school supplies to store in their locker.  OMVC Band members will have their supplies dropped off at the school.  
Will snack and hot lunch still be available?

Yes.  We know food is an important part of our school day.   We will safely distribute snacks to all students who are interested on a daily basis.  Our Food Studies classes will continue to make a healthy, hot, and delicious lunch that is free to all students.  Food Studies classes will follow the WorkSafe BC Protocols for lunch programs such as ours.   
Do students and staff need to wear masks?

Students and staff will wear masks while in high traffic areas, like hallways and on the bus, and any time they are outside of the school and cannot physically distance from others. Students and staff may choose to wear a mask while in the classroom. 
What are the other Health and Safety protocols at GTN?

Health and Safety will be our priority for the 2020-2021 school year at GTN. We are using the Provincial COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for K -12 Settings document to guide our planning to keep us all safe.   I have also included a table of items specific to GTN that provides an overview of the Health and Safety measures at GTN. 
Thank you for taking the time to review this document as a family.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me at the school (250) 626-3226 or by e-mail ikeir@sd50.bc.ca if you have questions, concerns or thoughts.  If changes happen, we will communicate again before school starts. 
We can’t wait to see everyone!

Ian Keir

Principal

