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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD AT
PORT CLEMENTS MULTIPLEX ON JUNE 13,2016

PRESENT WERE:

ALSO PRESENT:

Public:

Martin Favreau
Beng Favreau
Sam Leslie
Carene Quigley
Shani Goetzinger
Duncan White
Stacey Marpole
Jo Brunsden
Tawni Davidson
Sue Couch

Daryl Oike

Janet Rigg

Ernie Gladstone
Wayne Nicol
Collida Ericson
Catherine Birtwhistie

I. Call to Order

Elizabeth Condrotte, Chairperson

Wilson Brown, Trustee

Harmony Williams, Trustee

Kim Goetzinger, Trustee

Denise Husband, Trustee (by teleconference)

Shelley Sansome, Secretary Treasurer

Terrie Dionne
Megan Munt

Steve Querengesser
Carla Lutner

Peter Lake

Penny Richardson
Maureen Benoit
Sharon Matthews
Ben Davidson
Kerri-Lee Duke
Celina Laursen
Cathy Rigg

Jennifer Byrne-Wissink
Merewyn Nicol
Kirsten Oike

Jeff Quigley

Chair Condrotte called the meeting to order at 1859 hours. Welcome, recognized meeting

held on Haida territory.

2. French Immersion
S16061301 MOTION BY HARMONY WILLIAMS
SECONDED BY KIM GOETZINGER

That the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) receive and file
Coutts Pulver Crawford dated june 8, 2016.

MOTION CARRIED



516061302 MOTION BY HARMONY WILLIAMS
SECONDED BY DENISE HUSBAND

That the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) rescind motion
number R16052405 regarding French Immersion Policy.

MOTION CARRIED

S16061303 MOTION BY WILSON BROWN
SECONDED BY KIM GOETZINGER

That the board of education circulate draft revisions to Policy 3400 French Immersion to
stakeholders for feedback to be considered at the June 28, 2016 Regular board meeting.

MOTION CARRIED
OPPOSED BY ELIZABETH CONDROTTE

3. Adjournment

MOTION TO ADJOURN KiM GOETZINGER, HARMONY WILLIAMS

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) adjourns the special
meeting at 1908 hours.

Secretary Treasurer Chairperson



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING HELD AT
THE PORT CLEMENTS MULTIPLEX MAY 24, 2016

PRESENT WERE: Elizabeth Condrotte, Chairperson
Kim Goetzinger, Vice Chairperson
Wilson Brown, Trustee
Harmony Williams, Trustee
Denise Husband, Trustee

ALSO PRESENT: Angus Wilson, Superintendent of Schools
Shelley Sansome, Secretary Treasurer
Marissa Jones, Confidential Admin Assistant/Minute Taker

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:
Sarah Davidson
Maureen Benoit
Stephen Querengesser
Verena Gibbs
Johanne Young
Reg Davidson
Dale Lore
Susan Couch

1. Call to Order
Chair Condrotte called the meeting to order at 1907 hours and acknowledged that the meeting
was held on traditional territory of the Haida Nation.

2. Approval of Agenda

R16052401 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED 8Y HARMONY WILLIAMS

THAT the agenda be approved as circulated.
MOTION CARRIED
3. Approval of the Minutes of Prior Meeting and Receipt of Records of Closed Meetings

3.1  April 25, 2016 Rise and Report
The Superintendent of Schools reported on property, personnel and student matters.



3.2

April 26, 2016 Regular Board Meeting Minutes

R16052402 MOTION BY DENISE HUSBAND

5.
5.1

SECONDED BY KIM GOETZINGER
THAT the minutes of the regular meeting of April 26, 2016 be approved as presented
MOTION CARRIED

Delegations/Presentations
None

Reports
Reports from the Chair

The Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) received and filed the
Chairperson’s written report.

5.2
°

Trustee Reports

Trustee Husband reported on her attendance at Gidgalang Kuuyas Naay Secondary
Parent Advisory Council meeting with note of them needing new membership,
especially for the 2016/2017 school year and Agnes L. Mathers Elementary Jr. Secondary
new school consultation. As well as attending an In-Camera Board Meeting in regards to
budget, Superintendent short-listing, etc. Acknowledged and recognized current school
achievements which have been noticed and celebrated publicly.

Trustee Brown reported attending recent In-Camera and budget meetings as well as a
meeting in the Village of Old Massett. Reported continuing to visit the schools and
having discussions with Principals.

Trustee Williams reported attending Board meetings and coming close to completing
the updated Policy Manual.

Trustee Goetzinger reported attending Board Meetings (budget, in-camera, etc) and 8C
Public Schools Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) conference calls. Acknowledged the
good news of the Ministry of Education granting George M Dawson Secondary funding
for the exterior renovations. Expressed apologies for missing DPAC’s Annual General
Meeting, but attended a meeting with SHIP that was the same evening. Reported a new
motion in regards to SHIP needing to be addressed.



5.3  Superintendent of Schools Report

The Superintendent of Schools reported on his attendance and involvement with DPAC
conference calls, SHIP, Skidegate Band Council, UBC Haida Education Meeting and May 17
Ministry of Education Language Meeting. Reminded Trustees of their invitation to attend June
1, 2016 Principal Meeting to see reports on school plans for the coming year. Superintendent
expressed his sincerest thank you with his resignation.

5.4 Secretary Treasurer Report

The Secretary Treasurer reported on her filling nine staff vacancies, 8C Human Rights report,
application to the teacher regulation branch to obtain two First Nations Teaching certificates,
invitation to tender custodial contracts distribution, participation in a Motivational Based
Interviewing Workshop, attendance at meetings and finalizing 2016/2017 annual budget,
researched student transportation fees in other BC school districts, collective agreements
meetings with both unions, and an In-Camera meeting. Acknowledged and recognized
individuals retiring from the district and expressed thank you to the Superintendent upon his
resignation.

5.5 Facilities Manager Report

The Superintendent reported on behalf of the Facilities Manager on Agnes L. Mathers
Elementary Jr. Secondary rebuild and presentation to the community in Sandspit, George M
Dawson Secondary’s grant received from the Ministry of Education for 1.3 million for exterior
improvements. The Superintendent acknowledged the hard work done in order to receive this
grant by the Facilities Manager, this grant in addition to the Annual Facilities Grant for interior
renovations.

5.6  Trustee Expenditure Report
R16052402 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED BY HARMONY WILLIAMS

THAT the Board of Education of School District No.50 (Haida Gwaii) receive and file the
Trustee expenditure report for the month of April 2016.

MOTION CARRIED

6. Strategic and Policy Issues

6.1  2nd Annual Education Partner Liaison Meeting

Chair Condrotte informed the board of the upcoming liaison meeting on October 26th, 2016 in
Richmond and the importance for the Chair, Superintendent and Secretary Treasurer to attend.



6.2 Truth and Reconciliation Education
R16052504 MOTION KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED HARMONY WILLIAMS

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) review one to two
recommendations from the Truth and Reconciliation report at each Regular Board
meeting.

MOTION CARRIED

6.3 Enrolment Audit

The Superintendent reported on the Schools Special Education and Enrolment Audit. Errors
affected funding, specifically at Agnes L. Mathers and George M. Dawson Schools.
Recommendations to be addressed and noted.

6.4  French Immersion Policy
R16052405 MOTION BY HARMONY WILLIAMS
SECONDED BY KIM GOETZINGER

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) declare a new
French Immersion cohort will not begin in the 2016/2017 school year due to declining
enrollment, however, the current cohort will continue according to current policy.

MOTION CARRIED
6.5 Social Media Policy/Electronic Technology Systems Use Policy
R16052406 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED BY HARMONY WILLIAMS
THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) receive and file
correspondence to address social media the current Electronic Technology Systems Use
policy.

MOTION CARRIED

The policy committee will review this new information.



6.6 Restructuring Schools
R16052407 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED BY DENISE HUSBAND

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) continue to offer its
alternative education programming administered by Agnes L. Mathers Elementary Jr.
Secondary School.

R16052408 MOTION BY HARMONY
SECONDED BY KIM GOETZINGER

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 {Haida Gwaii) set a date to consult
with stakeholders of the two schools in Masset to develop a long term plan for
Tahayghen Elementary and George M. Dawson Secondary Schools.

MOTION CARRIED

7. Operation Issues
7.1  April 2016 Finance Vouchers and Credit Card Statements
R16052409 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER

SECONDED BY

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) receives and files
the Accounts Payable and Payroll for April 2016.

MOTION CARRIED

7.2  MyEdBC
R16052410 MOTION BY HARMONY WILLIAMS
SECONDED BY KIM GOETZINGER

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) recognize the
school district requires a universal program such as MyEd BC, however, principals have
flexibility to vary from the program with their own budget.

MOTION CARRIED
OPPOSED BY WILSON BROWN



7.3 Transportation

The Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii} received and filed a number of
documents in regards to student transportation. The Superintendent of Schools reported that
it will take sometime to address the issue of transportation on island and to continue
discussions with all governance levels and community.

7.4  Correspondence with the Ministry of Education
The Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) received and filed
correspondence with the Ministry of Education.

7.5  Custodial Contracts

The Secretary Treasurer informed the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii)
that custodial services tender packages have been circulated for Port Clements Elementary and
Agnes L. Mathers Elementary Jr. Secondary Schools.

7.6 Ratify Construction Management Proposal
R16052411 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED BY DENISE HUSBAND

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) ratify the
construction management proposal for Agnes L. Mathers Elementary Jr. Secondary.

MOTION CARRIED
7.7  Ratify Field Trip Applications
R16052412 MOTION BY DENISE HUSBAND
SECONDED BY KIM GOETZINGER

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) ratify Field Trip
Applications.

MOTION CARRIED

The Board of Education of School District No. 50 {Haida Gwaii) requested field trip applications
include a section to indicate the name of a local guide when applicable.

7.8  Ratify P.A. Equipment Purchase
R16052413 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED BY HARMONY WILLIAMS



THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) ratify P.A.
Equipment Purchase.
MOTION CARRIED

7.9  Draft 2016/2017 Schedule of Board Meetings
R16052414 MOTION BY WILSON BROWN
SECONDED BY KIM GOETZINGER

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) schedule board
meetings from November to February to be held via videoconference.

MOTION CARRIED
OPPOSED BY DENISE HUSBAND

Iltems discussed:

Weather conditions, daylight, etc;

In-Camera meetings in person, but to begin no later than 1300 hours;
Potential meeting to be held on a Sunday in Sandspit;

Regular/Public Meetings to be held at Gwaii Trust Locations to utilize their
videoconference equipment;

® [T to investigate cost to purchase video conferencing equipment.

7.10 2016/2017 Annual Budget Bylaw
R16052415 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED BY WILSON BROWN

The Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) adopts that Annual
Budget bylaw for fiscal year 2016/2017 in the amount of $ 11,487,911 be given first
reading.

MOTION CARRIED

R16052416 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED BY DENISE HUSBAND

The Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) adopts that Annual
Budget bylaw for fiscal year 2016/2017 in the amount of $ 11,487,911 be given second
reading.



MOTION CARRIED

R16052417 MOTION BY WILSON BROWN
SECONDED BY DENISE HUSBAND

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) give unanimous
consent to read the Annual Budget bylaw for fiscal year 2016/2017 a third time at the

current board meeting.
MOTION CARRIED

R16052418 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER
SECONDED BY HARMONY WILLIAMS

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii) adopts that Annual
Budget bylaw 2016/2017 in the amount of $ 11,487,911 be given third and final reading.

MOTION CARRIED

7.11 Trustee Correspondence with Archaeologist
The Superintendent of Schools reported the Facilities Manager is aware of the correspondence
with the archaeologist and has followed the necessary procedures.

7.12 Vancouver Community College
The Superintendent of Schools reported the Vancouver Community College will offer extensive
courses, but at the cost to the district with some complications.

8. Questions from the public
The Board of Education of Schools District No.50 {Haida Gwaii) and members of the public held
a question and answer period. The following agenda items were discussed:
e Budget;
¢ Rent rates for district housing and maintenance costs;
e Bussing expenses;
® Restoration of Robert Davidson’s painting in the library at George M. Dawson
Secondary School;
Number of students interested in a new French Immersion cohort;
Centralized deposit program;



MasterCard accommodation charges;

DRC Closing and plans for resources;

MyEd BC program costs;

Mount Moresby Grade 11 trip cancellation and rationale;
Cardinal Bus expenditures.

9. Adjournment
R16052419 MOTION BY KIM GOETZINGER

THAT the Board of Education of School District No. 50 (Haida Gwaii} adjourns the Regular Board
meeting at 2051 hours.

MOTION CARRIED

Secretary Treasurer Chairperson
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 50

Haida Gwaii / Queen Charlotte OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

P.0. BOX 69

VILLAGE OF QUEEN CHARLOTTE
B.C. VOT 150

TEL: 250 559-8471

FAX: 250 559-8849

June 14, 2016

On June 6, 2016 the Haida Gwaii Board of Education met at the Port Clements
Multiplex to discuss the French Immersion program. The following information, in no
specific order, was considered by the Board at this meeting that resulted in proposed
revisions to Policy 3400 French Immersion which are being circulated for public opinion:

Delegations from both the Skidegate Haida Immersion Program and French
Immersion parents at the May 2015 board meeting.

Concerns brought forward through the District Parent Advisory Council.

Haida language instructor’s appreciation for the assistance they receive from
French Immersion teachers to teach a new language to students.

Concerns with French testing not occurring for all students when they complete
the program.

Challenges with the timetable at Gidgalang Kuuyas Naay to accommodate French
Immersion students.

Declining district enrolment since inception of French Immersion.

Impacts to other class sizes and compositions in school.

Need for a fair and public system.

Enrolment occasionally based on peer group and social reasons.

Haida language was almost lost to the Haida people through the Residential
School System and other negative effects of colonialism.

Hereditary Chiefs, Elected Leadership and the Haida Nation have declared that
only Haida and English are the official languages of Haida Gwail.

We are in unceded Haida territory and we acknowledge and respect the culture that
comes with that territory. We appreciate the feedback received from all stakeholders
on this matter. Our aim is to advance the process of reconciliation.

Sincerely,

The Fatda Guak Board of Education
School Dispriet Ho. 50



Draft Policy Revisions
Response Form

Name of Policy: 3400 French Immersion

1. Are the draft policy revisions easily understood? If not, what
suggestions would you make to improve its clarity?

2. Do you have concerns with the draft policy revisions? What
suggestions for change would you make?

3. Do you have any other comments regarding the draft policy revisions?

Name:

Position: Location:




@ PETITION TQO SAVE FRENCH IMMERSION ON HAIDA GWAII

A thriving and popular French immersion program has existed for nine years at Sk'aadgaa Naay Elementary
School in Skidegate, Haida Gwaii, BC. Students of this program have successfuily learned both French and Haida,
as well as the usual school subjects like math and English.

The French Immersion program is not only cost-neutral, it also attracts $40,000 per year in federal funding to
school District 50. Itis fully subscribed for 2016, with a wait list. Yet the School Board of School District 50 has
decided this program should be cancelled, with no justification or public consultation.

Our children deserve access to the best possible education opportunities. Early French immersion is known to
benefit children's cognitive development, increase the ability to learn other languages, and foster empathy and
intercultural understanding. Children in French Immersion at Sk'aadgaa Naay have been successful at learning
Haida alongside French in this truly special trilingual program of education.

Please tell the Trustees of School District 50 and the Minister of Education of British Columbia that this valuable
program should be allowed to continue.

NAMF ADDRESS PHONE # SIGNATURE

Dab Mikey A4k 17 Ave, G0 4144 ), N

%gmeurew Giilbe F 5 $29 80 ﬂ/
IC e PRV S Tonbeed %0 77%

Nathalie. Revost 52 Tingley S0 T 201
foney mosld 49 Tingle 6S7-4335
(e S Towes T (o5 Qoenihic0 Sroeae 557 7611

Raer [ LAawg  34zZoov 8-/Boc ¥55[Qc S59 4252 /¢

EMG 2 W 422 2Znd VE GC £S5~ §2F0
£ é@(ﬂ:’/ud/ﬁ' /fé gﬁk 3/?’ 6? d 5"5’7—-&};%9()
o Ty e TR LT T LTFAETE
RoncAch (:@akmcga SO ) e I LOH63H4 @f@
%«m‘. Goeting sy Phor IS0
aol. T Leéll‘e- 3 ack Que - ASC-SST-9413¢
Carok & Youwl BOD and Gue AU Luuld
&Ea Lene Clike (02 3ed Bue-  J51fTl —3s
@\l\m Acomudall 47 Ted A 7L 2000185 —
749 §§}Mﬂw Zso- Y- /b 7-52¢¢ L

‘ R C3e$o T . Y-52¢3 K. 8

Aol M“\\,N;\( NG7L Cade W\ Ued 5074555743 Aaale M&f\yw;\c




PETITION TO SAVE FRENCH IMMERSION ON HAIDA GWAII

A thriving and popular French Immersion program has existed for nine years at Sk'aadgaa Naay Elementary
School in Skidegate, Haida Gwaii, BC. Students of this program have successfully learned both French and Haida,
as well as the usual school subjects like math and English.

The French Immersion program is not only cost-neutral, it also attracts $40,000 per year in federal funding to
School District 50. Itis fully subscribed for 2016, with a wait list. Yet the School Board of Schoaol District 50 has
decided this program should be cancelled, with no justification or public consultation.

Our children deserve access to the best possible education opportunities. Early French Immersion is known to
benefit children's cognitive development, increase the ability to learn other languages, and foster empathy and
intercultural understanding. Children in French Immersion at Sk'aadgaa Naay have been successful at learning
Haida alongside French in this truly special trilingual program of education.

Please teli the Trustees of School District 50 and the Minister of Education of British Columbia that this valuable
program should be allowed to continue.
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PETITION TO SAVE FRENCH IMMERSION ON HAIDA GWAII

A thriving and popular French immersion program has existed for nine years at Sk'aadgaa Naay Elementary
School in Skidegate, Haida Gwaii, BC. Students of this program have successfully learned both French and Haida,
as well as the usual school subjects like math and English.

The French Immersion program is not only cost-neutral, it also attracts $40,000 per year in federal funding to
Schaol District 50. It is fully subscribed for 2016, with a wait list. Yet the School Board of School District 50 has
decided this program shouid be cancelled, with no justification or public consuitation.

Our children deserve access to the best possible education opportunities, Early French Immersion is known to
benefit children's cognitive development, increase the ability to learn other languages, and foster empathy and
intercultural understanding. Children in French Immersion at Sk'aadgaa Naay have been successful at learning
Haida alongside French in this truly special trilingual program of education.

Please tell the Trustees of School District S0 and the Minister of Education of British Columbia that this valuable
program should be allowed to continue.,
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/
" PETITION TO SAVE FRENCH IMMERSION ON HAIDA GWAII

A thriving and popular French Immersion program has existed for nine years at Sk'aadgaa Naay Elementary
School in Skidegate, Haida Gwaii, BC. Students of this program have successfully learned both French and Haida,
as well as the usual school subjects like math and English.

The French Immersion program is not only cost-neutral, it also attracts $40,000 per year in federal funding to
School District 50. It is fully subscribed for 2016, with a wait list. Yet the School Board of School District 50 has
decided this program should be cancelled, with no justification or public consultation.

Our chiidren deserve access to the best possibie education opportunities. Early French Immersion is known to
benefit children's cognitive development, increase the ability to learn other languages, and foster empathy and
intercultural understanding. Children in French Immersion at Sk'aadgaa Naay have been successful at learning
Haida alongside French in this truly special trilingual program of education.

Please tell the Trustees of School District 50 and the Minister of Education of British Columbia that this valuable
program should be aliowed to continue.

NAME ADDRESS PHONE # SIGNATURE

A é:’of’('z’.mf) w101 SR awaue 250571418
{Y\u‘f\"‘s&c(\”angzr -_{Ob%) C?Qe_u:\t;' uEl-JDk FoN A,
%L\ Ao \A(‘-\":hﬁé- \Ous 20d Ve 2505 8o
nel CofeeV 3410 Qogpeves S57-T0sT
PIHUR eanso )] G52 SKIDEGHTE Wi ST-2303 Al —
Brun Antersen  UH36- fushia) Lecd 5T-7513 L
7‘?7 \7«@_&’ { "Cf} 560.2. 2 J-AG 2 F73 22 -CHi( km

olebTagydli [45] Honew 1 40567 T

ZDa.r\SuH:\/a.r\_ éeS 21 @u&dﬁ P~423

Micc S Giz 2ok B0 ss9-Her

Calida Trickson did 2aa fve QC 6371910 Lot o
MICHN—"'L. NMMMHH Z,:/ 6&}-&.&0 6'2,?-'3'1\ W(
Mrchelle DMineaudl 292 SvmiSt Ste 290 79-950 Y
Tian Lo 432 Y hye a,@g 250N
Sctn ODe regime 43 7 Iy PC. 2SOSITEHA 52

jza{;g'/\zzcz&f/}- S$rz 3al e A0 SSSdys AV LS
e Wapner  H(Z Onanv'eu Or. 250 ~53TEFST )ﬁ
Plowold (. ligms TR 10 Andk aue. LA

Dawa Moz 937 Skd Hbs. 250591233 /{Zﬁﬂt//’{'ﬂ%gﬂ—
/\_ uf-zc[u C;zng__‘ ,,-),;I/ ot T3 CQ;C- o U :.':uJAA’-__uZ,jZ’ EEFEATT uﬁ’ﬂ ~ G % ﬁ'ﬂ‘/“‘




PETITION TO SAVE FRENCH IMMERSION ON HAIDA GWAII

A thriving and popular French Immersion program has existed for nine years at Sk'aadgaa Naay Elementary
School in Skidegate, Haida Gwaii, BC. Students of this program have successfully learned both French and Haida,
as well as the usual school subjects like math and English.

The French Immersion program is not only cost-neutral, it also attracts 540,000 per year in federal funding to
School District 50. It is fully subscribed for 2016, with a wait list. Yet the School Board of School District 50 has
decided this program should be cancelied, with no justification or public consultation.

Our children deserve access to the best possible education opportunities. Early French Immersion is known to
benefit children's cognitive development, increase the ability to learn other languages, and foster empathy and
intercultural understanding. Children in French Immersion at Sk'aadgaa Naay have been successful at learning
Haida alongside French in this truly special trilingual program of education.

Please tell the Trustees of School District 50 and the Minister of Education of British Columbia that this valuable
program should be allowed to continue.
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PETITION TO SAVE FRENCH IMMERSION ON HAIDA GWAII

A thriving and popular French Immersion program has existed for nine years at Sk'aadgaa Naay Elementary
School in Skidegate, Haida Gwaii, BC. Students of this program have successfully learned both French and Haida,
as well as the usual school subjects like math and English.

The French Immersion program is not only cost-neutral, it also attracts $40,000 per year in federal funding to
School District 50. itis fully subscribed for 2016, with a wait list. Yet the School Board of School District 50 has
decided this program should be cancelled, with no justification or public consultation.

Our children deserve access to the best possible education opportunities. Early French Immersion is known to
benefit children's cognitive development, increase the ability to learn other languages, and foster empathy and
intercultural understanding. Children in French Immersion at Sk'aadgaa Naay have been successful at learning
Haida alongside French in this truly special trilingual program of education.

Please tell the Trustees of Schoal District 50 and the Minister of Education of British Columbia that this valuable
program should be allowed to continue.
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petition: Save French Immersion on Haida Gwaii
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WE SIGNED: SAVE FRENCH IMMERSION ON
HAIDA GWAII

Brittany king BC 7 hours ago
SEND
Ernie Gladstone BC 7 hours ago

This progrem has given each of our 3 children a gift - the ability te learn language.

SEND

Kayla Sparrow BC | 7hoursago
SEND

Danielle Roberts BC | 8hoursago
SEND

name not displayed BC | &hoursago
Dana Moraes BC 8 hours ogo
SEND

Marilyne Tovar BC 9 hours ago

Chaque longue de plus gue I'on parie nous ouvre sur le monde, méme & {'intérieur de
notre petite communauié Chaque langue de plus qu'apprend nos enfants leur ouvra
des portes et das opportunilés. Le frangais et la deuxiéme langue officielle du Conada
el beaucoup d'emplois gouvernmentaux exigent ls connaissance de cetie langue.
Parler frangais nous aide & nous lier aux Canadiens et & son passé/présent
francophane ef ainsi & comprendra avec plus de subltifité las enjeux de notre société
canodienne. Enfin, en lant que Québécaise récemment déménagée aux Tles de Haida
Gwaii et faisont partie d'un jeune ménoge, 'opportunité pour mes futurs enfants de
parler ma langue maternelle 4 l'extérieur de naire maison et la promatien de cette
langue dans leur éducation est d'une impartance vilale pour moi,

SEND

Sharon Thomsen BC | 10hoursogo
SEND

Martin Favreau BC | 10hoursago
SEND

Melissa Edgars BC i0 hours ago

| have seen proof that French immersion also helps with Haoida language sa | say keap
it

SEND
name not displayed 8C 10 hours ago
Glenda Smith BC 10 hours ago

Cur kids are in French immersion and we feel there is a tremendous value ta the
education!

SEND
Mackenzie Leslie BC 10 hours age
SEND
Brenda Dowling BC 10 hours ago
SEND
Edward Sparrow BC | 10 hours ogo

SEND

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/217/604/252/save-french-immer...
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Edward Sparrow BC | 10hoursago
SEND

Falyn Sahonovitch BC | nhoursago
SEND

Gail Sparrow BC 11 hours ago
SEND

Jesse Embrae BC | Mhoursage

Having access to a French immersion educatien has left with & lifelong skill ) still use
feday. | sincerely hope our trustaes will reverse their decision, if not | will cerfainly not
be voting for them in the next election.

SEND

Ronda Campbell-sparrow BC | 12 hoursago
SEND

Terrie Dionne BC 13 hours ago

My two children are both graduotes of this amozing program. Both are fluently
bilinguoal and now have o passion for learning longuages. The S0 50 School Board is
making a mistake, | urge them to admit if, learn from it and move forward with parents
and other stakehalders of the Sk'aadgoa Noay Elementary School! to find salutions to
whatever perceived (or real) challenges they feel they are faced by continuing the very
successful French Immersion Program,

SEND

Bruce Ives BC 13 hours ago
SEND

isabel dallaire BC 13 hours ago
SEND

Lindsay Seegmiller BC 13 hours ago
SEND

Patrick Fairweather BEC | 14 hoursago
SEND

name not displayed BC 14 hours ago
Susan Knox BC 15 hours ago

Challenging benefit and nesds to stay
SEND

Keith Moore BC 15 hours ogo
The school booard is a publicly funded institution. Before making major decisians that
affect a large number of people, it should be normal process fo announce
consideration of such a decision in advance and offer the community an opportunity to
speak to it. This Board has developed a reputation for making decisions in camera,
with no public notice, and no oppertunity for public inpul. Normal administrative
process ond fairness requires affected parties an spperiunity to be heard. The Board
naeds to re-cpen this consideration, hear from the affected parties, ond recensider. An
opportunity to laarn to speak o second major international language is a part of living
in the modarn world. | support the French immersion pragram.

SEND

Rhea Guerin BC 16 hours aga
SEND

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/217/604/252/save-french-immer...
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RNeo Guerin DL | B noursogo
SEND

Lauise Point BC | 16 hours ago
SEND

Larissa Howlett BC | 16hoursago
SEND

Tara Swain BC 16 hours ago
SEND

Erwin Roth BC 17 hours ago
SEND

name not displayed BC | 19hoursago

Greg Martin BC 18 hours ago

A reasoned, avidence-based dialogue would be helpful,
SEND

Kiki van der Heiden BC | 20hoursago

My eldest son is in the current French Immersion cohort and is thriving in French, Haida
and English. I'm groteful for this program and would love for my youngest son (whe
would like ta start in September) to benefit equally. Coming from Europe, where there's
no question about offering multiple kanguage programs in the public schools, and
whare | had the oppertunity to develop English, German, French besides Dutch
language it is a mystery io me why you would take this wonderful curriculum away
from our children, Learning multiple longuages has been a gift to me ond it gave me
the opportunity to become an integrated Canadian Citizen calling Haida Gwaii home
for the past 15 years. Please do not take this opportunity away from our children,
please work together so children can benefit from both French and Haide language as
wall as English.

SEND

Ryan Barber BC | 2ihoursage
SEND

Lindsay Galbraith BC 21 hours age

Kids with more than one longuage can learn other languages more easily. French
immarsion makas learning the Hoida language easier. Kids brains don't have limits!

SEND

Kirsten Oika BC 22 hours aga
SEND

Brack Storry BC 22 hours age
SEND

Tatiana King MA yesterday
SEND

Corinda Ouellet BC yasterday
SEND

Beng Favreau BC | vyesterday

The French iImmersion program complements the Hoida Immaersian program waell. As
islanders, we should advacate far more government funding to support both the Haida
and French progroms. Concelling a thriving French Immersion program is NOT forword
thinking

SEND

hitp://www.thepetitionsite.com/217/604/252/save-french-immer...
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ana French programs, Lancaring o MFviig rrencn IMmersion program & Nu) 1orwara
thinking.
SEND

Carla Lutner 8C | vyaesterday
Both my sons want through this progrom and | feel honored that they had the
opportunity in such a small schaol district. It would be a shame to lose such o
wanderful program.

SEND
Debora Erickson BC | yesterday
SEND
Ryder Birtwistle BC | 2daysago
SEND
Margaret Davies 8C 2 days ago

Conada prides itself en being an open inclusive democracy. We foke pride in living in
an open inclusive democracy. Are we who wa think we are? ......ar not? Are we to
invoke o retrograde policy that denies our young peaple the opportunity ta fo take their
rightful place In an increasingly more global world? | protest this mave and respectfully
request thot the Board of Eduction this policy of phasing out the French Immersion
program,

SEND

Lynn Lee BC | 2doysoge
Support for French Immersion equals suppart for Haida language programs ond o
future Haida Immersion program. Maintaining the opportunity for all our kids ta lsarn
more than one language today will fostar their ability 1o learn more languages
tomorrow. Let's continue to work creatively, colloboratively, and openly with each

ather.

SEND

Leandre Vignaault BC 2 days ogo

My son is o graduale of this progrom and | would wish the same epportunity to be
there for other kids.

SEND

Lorelei Krueger BC 2 days ago
SEND

Joan Nealy ON | 2daysage
SEND

Leri Struthers BC 2 days ago
SEND

Donna Duffy BC 2 days ago

Ta deny this opportunity to sludents in Hoida Gwaii would be a detriment to everyane
Far one thing, this progrom enhances the learning of Haida language. Anyone who
knaws anything about education knaws that learning a second language only makes
the brain more racaptive to learning other longuages. To kill this program s to do o
harm to both the students and this community s a whole. The board has a
responsibility to the students first and the community second. Any other considerations
must be put asida.

SEND

Tana Hooper BC 2 days ago
SEND

Kimberley Larocque BC | 2doysogo

Please do not phase out this successful and populor pregram that bring funding to the
schonl district and eomnlamanis the anal far Haida Immarsion in the district Do the

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/217/604/252/save-french-immer...
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Kimberley Lorocque 8C | 2daysago
Please do net phase out this successful and popular program that bring funding to the
schoo! district and complements the goal for Hoida Immersion in the district. Do the
right thing for the education of the students.

SEND

Sandro Price BC 3 days ago
Tha mere different cultures are studied, the better we are fo get olong with one
anothar -- on island, ond on Planet Earth.

SEND
Elizabeth Cardell BC 3 doys ago
SEND
Lucy Stefanyk BC | 3daysagoe

It is my hope that our school district con continue to embrace French immersion while
cancurrently daveloping an official Haida lenguoage program. Opportunity, diversity,
din'ague and support have always besn the cornerstane of healthy communities. We
have in the past, and must centinue into the fulure, to succeed in these respacts for the
benefit of all.

SEND
Penny Richardson BC | 3doysage
SEND
Alicia Embree BC | 3daysago

Learning a second language helps paople to acquire a third, therefore | think the
French immersion progrom serves not only as a model for the development of a Haida
mmarsion program, but also as a way of improving the oulcomes of those in the
french immersion program of being oble to become fluent speakers. It also supports
jobs for peopla on island as jeachers. | am a french immersion graduate and it has
openad up worlds of possibilities for me locally, nationally and internationally, | hope
the board will reconsider their decision. htips:./www.sciencedaily.com/releases
/200/702/11020MM0915 htm

SEND

Amanda Zimmermann BC 3 days ago
SEND

Carene Quigley ac 3 days ogo
SEND

Abby Fraser BC 3 days age
SEND

name not displayed B 3 days ogo

Magan Romas BC 3 doys age
SEND

Paul Leslie BC 3 days ago
SEND

Sarah Nickerson BC 3 days ago
SEND

Lesley Moraes BC | 3daysage
SEND

Irene Willis ON | 3daysago

My son excelled arades 2-8 within o French Immersion program. Young children adapt

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/217/604/252/save-french-immer...
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Irene Willis ON | 3daysago
My szn excelled grades 2-8 within a French Immersion pregram. Young children odapt
to languages very easily. Studying within an immersion program is a great challenge,
but alsa provides more diverse opporfunities in the fulura,

SEND

name not displayed BC | 3daysago

Things like this need to be discussed as o community nat imposed on is without due

procass

Mare Theriault BC | 4daysoge
SEND

Bonnie Coxfard BC | 4daysage
SEND

Paula Sweeney Fletcher ON | 4daysago

French immersion provides students with the oppartunity 1o learn Canada's both
official languages.

SEND

Maria Roca BC | 4daysoge
SEND

Ryder Birtwistle BC | ddaysogoe
SEND

nome not displayed QC | Adaysago

Sheila Wigmore BC | A4daysago
SEND

Carmen Birtwistle BC 4 days ogo
SEND

name not displayed ON | 4daysaga
Drue Kendrick ON | 4doysage

My eldest daughter, Mara, participated in the first cohort of French Immersion at
Sk'Aadga Naay. Her younger sister, Bellg, followed when she was able. Both girls felt so
proud they learned French in o small community. They put their language skills 1o use
when we visited France for Mora's grade 7 graduation. They bath have also passed
several levels of the DELF exam, an internationally recognized test. As o result, they
have additanai high schoal cradits. | anticipaie this knowledge and certificatian wil
prove beneficia’ in university admiss ons and their future careers In such o small
communily, this program braught banefits that are usually only receved by students in
larger urban cantras

SEND

Janet Rigg BC 4 days ags
It is my firm belief that the aim of saving the Haida Languaue can be well served by the
existing French Immarsion program. At the core this obout choice and opportunily. Let's
work together in groundbreaking ways, as is the way of the people of Haido Gwaii

SEND

Kevin Masch BC | 4daysagoe
SEND

Mauresn Dawson BC | Adoysago
SEND

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/217/604/252/save-french-immer...
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Maureen Dawson

SEND

Meghan Mcrae
SEND

Catherine Rigyg

BC

BC

BC

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/217/604/252/save-french-immer...

4 days ago

4 days ago

|  4daysage

This issue is about providing opperiunitias for the children on Haida Gwaii. Support for
the French immersion program in no way implies a lack of support for the valiant
efforts fo increase Huido longuage opportunities in the school district at the same time.

SEND

name not displayed

Jessica Flower

Learning a second languoge is a great opportunity for any child

SEND

Teresa Pillokt

SEND

Deborah Pearson

SEND

Desiree Sparrow

BC

BC

BC

ac

4 days ogo

4 days ago

| 4 daysage

| 4 doysago

4 days ago

My niece is in this program and not only does she enjoy it, but it has benefited her
greatly too, this pragram must remain in the schoo! and be avsilable for oll students to

participote if they want

SEND

Helen McPhee
SEND

Frangoise Larose

SEND

Skye Contin
SEND

Carrie-Lee Duke
SEND

Christina nordstrom

SEND

Judy Hilgemann
SEND

christine martynuik

SEND

Sanne Koenig

SEND

Aggie Cangardel
SEND

Tom Kile

ac

BC

BC

BC

BC

BC

8C

8Cc

4 days ago

4 days ogo

4 days ago

4 days ogo

4 days ago

4 doys ego

4 days ago

4 days ago

4 days ago

4 days ago

French immaersion will have mare impact world wide than Haide immersion. Help the
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Tom Kile BC | 4daysogoe

French immarsion will have mare impact world wide than Haida immersion. Help the
kids prepare for a successful life oul side of Haida Gwaii instead of limiting their

possibilities.
SEND

Elaine Stahl BC | 4daysago
SEND

Skye Williams BC | 4doysago
SEND

Celina Loursen BC | 4daysago
SEND

Ruth Bellamy BC | 4doysago
SEND

Darey Pollard BC | J4daysago
SEND

Patricia jones BC | 4daysagoe
SEND

Paggy Mitchell BC 4 days ago
SEND

Mary Lucas BC | 4daysago

It is very importani {o ensure that our children have every opportunity available to them
when it comes to education especially in our smaller communilies!

SEND

Amanda Murphy 8C | 4daysago
SEND

name not displayed BC | 4daysagoe

Jackie Taylor BC 4 days ogo
SEND

Hancy Oike BC | 4doysogo
SEND

Edi Szasz BC 4 days age
SEND

Andrea Wilhelm BC 4 doys ogoe
SEND

Christine Kienzle 8c 4 days ago
SEND

Darrell Oike BC | 4doysago

The decision to end the program is shorisighted, hurtful, and based more upon politics
than trying to provide Island chi'dren with the best possible education, Stop using our
kids as pawns.

SEND

Maria Buriani italy | 4doysago

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/217/604/252/save-french-immer...
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SEND

Marica Buriani

SEND

Justine Taylor

SEND

Mary Hart
SEND

Rondi Ellis
SEND

Caitlynn Skafte
SEND

Catherine Birtwistle

Please remember to put the children's interests first, Every child deserves the

Haly

BC

BC

BC

BC

ac

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/217/604/252/save-french-immer..

4 days ago

4 days ago

4 days ogo

4 days ags

4 days ago

4 days ago

opporiunity to optimal learning and this program offers enhanced learning pathways

to acquire both Haida and French.
SEND

name net displayed

BC

4 days ago

It is not right to remave oppertunities from our children. Being in a remete areq alreody
limits them to some degree, Wa should be expanding their opportunities not taking

them away.

Jonathan Dunsmare

SEND

Jay Jenes

SEND

Gordon Horner

8c

BC

8C

4 days ago

4 days ago

4 days ago

| truly believe the language learning skills that the French immersion progrom bring are
a key component in saving Haida language. Please please rescind this terrible decision.

SEND

Fron Fawler

Our students need French Immersion

SEND

Joy LaFortune
SEND

Chelsey Wolnowski
Plgase save this amazing program!
SEND

Pater Lake
SEND

name not displayed

BC

BC

EC

4 days ago

4 days ago

4 days ago

4 days ogo

4 days ogo
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Draft Policy Revisions
Response Form

Name of Policy: 3400 French Immersion

1.

Are the draft policy revisions easily understood? If not, what
suggestions would you make to improve its clarity?

No. The draft policy revisions are not easily understood.

As the draft policy revisions document is written, any review of it can
only be described as complex. It has been left to the reader to print
out the old and the new and do a manual line by line comparison to
see where the changes were made. When you do that comparison,
what you find is rather than some revisions - a complete replacement
of one policy with a new one disguised with the same title and number
but with entirely different purpose.

My recommendation for clarity is:
= Highlight each change line by line (perhaps with track changes)
and include comments articulating the reason for each change.
The sea of red that would appear would at least paint a clear
picture of the magnitude of the change the Board is proposing.

Do you have concerns with the draft policy revisions? What
suggestions for change would you make?

Yes. I have significant concerns with the draft policy revisions.

As above, these “revisions” are not revisions but a replacement of one
policy with a new one disguised with the same title and number but
having entirely different purposes.

My biggest concern is that the Board Trustees are making uninformed
decisions, behind closed doors and are thus violating their obligation as
elected officials to represent their constituents in an accountable and
transparent way.

From my perspective, had the Trustees been up front with parents and
stakeholders about their perceived and/or legitimate concerns about
the French Immersion program and actually asked for input (in a
realistic timeframe), I am confident that the Board would have found
an engaged and creative group of parents and stakeholders to work
together toward a win-win-win solution for language learning on Haida
Gwaii. Instead, the Trustees have created an awful mess that will




Draft Policy Revisions
Response Form

3.

certainly be a lose-lose-lose situation for all if these draft policy
revisions are allowed to pass as is.

My recommendations for changes:

» Reject the policy revisions as written - entirely.

» Revert to the original Policy 3400 French Immersion

o In the worst case scenario, it outlines the process for
dissolving the French Immersion Program IF it becomes
necessary.

o While I do not personally support the dissolution of the
program, I do support the process cutlined in the original
Policy 3400. IF the Board is still considering the
cancellation of the French Immersion program, this
intention should be communicated with clearly articulated
(transparent), fact based (defensible) rationale and a
reasonable timeline for meaningful consultation with all
affected stakeholders.

o THEN....as per Policy 3400 (as it is currently written) the
Board will undertake meaningful consultation with
parents/other stakeholders that would include full and
honest discussions over the course of a year to seek
solutions (to perceived and real challenges causing the
Board to consider cancelling this proven successful
program)

« In the meantime, the Board should signal their support for the
2016 cohort to begin their French immersion program in
September as planned and previously approved.

o My understanding is that the motion to cancel that cohort
has been appealed so there should be no logical reason to
withhold this opportunity to learn French from these
children. Even IF the end result is that the French
Immersion needs to be dissolved for logical, defensible
reasons, this group of 24 kids will have received a full
year of the program and I can personally attest to
watching my two children go from zero to speaking only
French in the classroom...in less than one year.

Do you have any other comments regarding the draft policy revisions?

My other comments regarding the draft policy revisions:
* Cancellation of the French Immersion program does not resolve the
issues outlined in the preamble accompanying the draft policy
revisions - it just creates new issues and bad feelings between
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friends and neighbours. I ask the Board to revise the preamble to
remove hearsay and opinion with fact based, defensible logic.
Simply put - in my opinion, as our elected officials (Trustees of the
Board of Education for School District #50) - you have made some
mistakes in your consideration of the French Immersion program. 1
am hopeful that you will come to recognize this and adjust your
course rather than digging-in and weathering the storm.

Through meaningful, respectful consultation and collaboration with
parents, teachers and other district staff, I am confident there are
solutions to the perceived (or legitimate) concerns you have with
the French Immersion Program.

Terrie Dionne

Position: - Proud parent of two French Immersion Graduates

- Chair of the Gidgalang Kuuyas Naay Secondary School

Parent Advisory Council
- Concerned tax paying citizen of British Columbia and

Canada

Location: Queen Charlotte, BC

|




From: Catherine Rigg crigg@haidagwaiinet &
Sublect: Feedback on French immersion Policy
Date: Juns 20, 2016 at 11:24 PM
To: trustees@sd50.be ca
Cc: ssansome ssansome®@sd50 be ca

Hello Board of Trustees,

Please find attached my submission regarding the propased reversal of the French Immersion policy. [ have also attached an
alternative proposed revisions that | hope will be considered to address some of the concems raised in the Board statement.

| wish to emphasize that support for the French Immersion pregram should in no way be interpreted as a lack of support for Haida
language opportunities or, ultimately, 2 Haida Immersion program. | consider it an honour and a privilege for my children to attend
Sk'aadgaa Naay and am grateful that they are part of such an inclusive and culturally rich learning environment. | credit the
amazing staff and community, particularly the Haida language teachers that tirelessly work with our young children, for making
Sk'aadgaa Naay the success that it is.

Ultimately, we must work together to provide opportunities for our children. This is the responsibility of all parents, ali staff, and,
most importantly, the Board of Trustees. To do so requires dialogus, respect, and a willingness to find common ground. | ask that
the Board reject the proposed revisions forwarded on June 14, 2018, and that you work with parents to increase educationat
opportunities in School District 50.

Sincerely,
Catherine Rigg



Draft Policy Revisions
Response Form

Name of Policy: 3400 French Immersion

1. Are the draft policy revisions easily understood? If not, what
suggestions would you make to improve its clarity?

In an effort to understand the extent of the policy revisions I had to merge
and compare the documents in Word. In doing so, it is apparent that this is
not a revision to a policy but a complete reversal of the original policy.

Revisions to any Board policy should be clearly tracked and the reasons for
each change clearly articulated. It is worth noting that the original policy
referenced the school district “[consulting with] parents to find solutions” and
“full discussion” over the course of a year to “allow parents time te consider
alternatives” if the school district was considering cancellation of the French
Immersion program. There has been no dialoque with parents regarding the
Board’s direction to reverse the policy. The entire process seems to be an
affront to the very idea of consultation and completely disreqards the original

intent of the French Immersion policy.

Furthermore, the statement provided by the Board (presumably to explain
their rationale for the reversal of policy) raises more guestions than answers
(see also my response to guestion 3 below).

2. Do you have concerns with the draft policy revisions? What
suggestions for change would you make?

I do not support these policy revisions. The Board should reject the proposed
revisions and revert to the original policy. I also recommend that the Board
consider the following proposed additions to the original policy:

» Students in French Immersion will receive Haida instruction on an
equitabie basis as other ciasses.

» Bi-lingual (Haida, French) and tri-linqual {(Haida, French, English)
projects and initiatives in the French Immersion classroom are to be
incorporated into the French Immersion curriculum, and French
Immersion staff are expected to work in close partnership with Haida
language teachers.

* Progress by French Immersion students in Haida language acquisition
will be monitored and documented to evaiuate the potential benefits of
language immersion programs on Haida language retention and
communication.

* When a full Haida Immersion program Is available to the students in a
district school offering a French Immersion program, the ability of the
district school to offer both programs will be evaluated. If there are
competing fiscal resources, Haida Immersion will be given preference

over French Immersion.




Draft Policy Revisions
Response Form

For clarity, I have attached a file {(Attachment 1) with my proposed additions
to the original policy 3400, with the above revisions tracked.

3. Do you have any other comments regarding the draft policy revisions?

I would like to address the points outlined in the statement provided by the
Board to explain the proposed revisions to the policy. It appears that the list
is a combination of: (a) opinions of either individuals or groups: (b)
operational concerns; and (3) political issues.

First, opinions. It is difficult to respond to the opinion-implied bullet points
because the opinion/position/concern/interest of the individuals or groups
referenced by the Board are unspecified. That said, I note the following:
= The Board heard from two delegations (the Skidegate Haida
Immersion Program (SHIP) and French Immersion parents). Reviewing

the June 2015 minutes (there is an error in the Board Statement,

which references May 2015), there were presentations and input from
both groups. From_the limited notes, the political nature of the_issue of
Haida and/or French Immersion Is apparent. Generally it appears that
a) there was support for Haida Immersion, (b) there was support for
French Immersion, and (c) that there was (for some) a perceived
conflict between the two. There is no evidence in the meeting minutes
that supports the latter (the perception of Haida vs French) or, in fact,
that there are any real tradeoffs resulting from having the current
French Immersion program _in_the district. In fact, my understanding
from the notes is that a Haida Immersion program was not ready for
implementation in the school district as of June 2015 and, one year

later, it is still not ready to be Implemented.
« The Board alsc seems to have received input from DPAC but, again,

the issues raised by DPAC are not specified. Are these concerns
positive or negative with respect to the program? At minimum, it is
clear from recent submissions that many individual members of DPAC
{inciuding the DPAC Chair) and the Sk'aadgaa Naay Elementary School
PAC are firmly in support of the French Immersion program.

« There is a bullet referencing to the appreciation of the Haida lanquage
instructors for the support they receive from French Immersion
teachers, which we can interpret as support for the program.

In addition to the opinions listed in the Board’s statement, I have now
personally attended two meetings regarding French Immersion at which
everyone in attendance spoke in favour of the program. It appears that those
in opposition to the program are not willing to engage in dizlogue or explain
their concerns to affected parents.







